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hello class.



What I do
• Video Editor 
• Graphic Designer 
• Motion Graphics Designer 
• Musical Interface Designer 
• Wearable Interface Designer 
• UI Designer  
• Hacker



Your turn.
• Who are you? 
• Where are you from? 
• Why this class? 
• Background in Photography, Film/Video 
• Background in making things w/ computers 
• Background in making things w/ hands 
• What’s your superpower?



Class Work: 

Every week students will be asked to read, watch and share a 
variety of media experiences as well as share the work they 
create.  Based on class discussion and critique students will 
be asked to share their weekly progress on projects and in 
class and homework assignments. Please pay close attention 
to the syllabus online as these may change throughout the 
semester.



Main Deliverables 

Project 1  
Photo Storyboard 

Project 2  
Self Portrait 
Duration: 1-3 min with sound 

Project 3 
Narrative fictional film 
Duration: 3-5 minutes 

Final Project 
Write and direct a narrative or documentary film 
Duration: 5-8 minutes 
(10 - 16 min if combining Project 3 + Final Project)



Attendance 
 
BE HERE AND DON’T BE LATE!  
 
 

2 unexcused absences will mean a drop in your grade  
3 will drop again 
4 will be an F



Grading 

80% Projects and Assignments 
20% Class Participation 

Check the class website for a detailed description on how to 
achieve each grade. 

Be prepared to present and discuss your homework 
assignments and progress on projects weekly.



Grading 

Participation 20% 

Regular Assignments 20% 

Project One 10% 
Project Two 20% 
Project Three 10% 
Final Project 20% 



Course Materials 

- Sketchbook (Moleskin or similar) 
- External storage thumb Drive (at least 4gb) 
- Headphones 
- Your Mobile Device 
- Digital SLR w/ Video or Video Camera 
- SD Cards



Course Materials 

- Tumblr blog to document your work weekly 
- Vimeo account to upload your videos 
- FreeSound account for sound effects

https://www.tumblr.com/
https://vimeo.com/
https://freesound.org/


thinking about visual storytelling





Chauvet Cave 
33,000 BC



32,000 years ago



Shahr-e Sukhteh, Iran 
3,000 BC



Egyptian Book of the Dead 
1550 BC





https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shahr-e_Sukhteh

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shahr-e_Sukhteh


thinking about linear perspective



Giotto di Bondone, Italy 
Jesus Before Caiaphas 
1305



Masaccio, Italy 
The Holy Trinity 
1428



Leonardo da Vinci, Italy 
Vitruvian Man 
c. 1490



thinking about light writing



earliest reference to optical principles 
later named: “camera obscura" 
400 BC



Anon Twitter User 
2017



Anon Twitter User 
2017



“Camera Obscura” given a named, finally! 
1604



Pin-hole Camera - “Camera Obscura” – how it works



camera obscuras as drawing tool



Oldest Surviving Photograph 
Nicéphore Niépce, France 
View from the Window at Le Gras, 1826-27



First Photograph of a Person 
Louis Daguerre, France 
Boulevard du Temple, 1838



persistence of vision



Thaumatrope 
1824

https://vimeo.com/9273405


Kineograph (flip-book) 
1868

https://vimeo.com/16919246


Eadweard Muybridge’s 
Zoopraxiscope



Eadweard Muybridge 
Horse Bet: 1872

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eadweard_Muybridge




Eadweard Muybridge’s Cinematic Legacy

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wNU7sXkZmSw


Théâtre Optique 
1888



George Eastman Founds Kodak 
USA, 1888



Kinetoscope, 1893

"I am experimenting upon an 
instrument which does for the 
eye what the phonograph 
does for the ear, which is the 
recording and reproduction of 
things in motion …." 

- Thomas Edison 
USA, 1888



Cinematographe, 1890s



Auguste and Louis Lumière, Paris 
Workers Leaving the Lumière Factory, 1895

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DEQeIRLxaM4


Lumière Cinematographe, 1895



Auguste and Louis Lumière, Paris 
Arrival of a Train at La Ciotat, 1896

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1dgLEDdFddk


Georges Méliès, France 
A Trip to the Moon, 1902

First Science Fiction Film 
Special effects and storytelling, 
foundation of narrative film

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xLVChRVfZ74


The Smashing Pumpkins, USA 
Jonathan Dayton and Valerie Faris 
Tonight Tonight, 1996

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NOG3eus4ZSo


D.W. Griffith, USA 
First Feature Length Film 
The Birth of a Nation, 1915

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MQe5ShxM2DI


Warner Brother Studios, USA 
1st Sync Sound Film 
The Jazz Singer, 1927





Lev Kuleshov, Russia 
The Kuleshov Effect, 1929

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_gGl3LJ7vHc


Alfred Hitchcock, USA 
The Kuleshov Effect, 1929

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TNVf1N34-io


Maya Deren 
Meshes of the Afternoon, 1943

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VfSsMkpWSGI


Chris Marker 
La Jetée, 1962

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aLfXCkFQtXw


Jean-Luc Godard, France 
Breathless, 1960

https://qc.kanopy.com/product/breathless


Project 1 – Photo Storyboard.  Sequence Stories. Imagine 
you are making an in-camera edited film. With a camera of 
your choosing shoot a story in 10-18 still frames. Describe 
the action in each shot. Final Photo Storyboard to be 
posted in Dropbox as a PDF with separate pages. 
Due week 4.

Project 1



Set up a Dropbox account 
Setup a Tumblr blog for this class 
Setup a Vimeo account 
Setup a Freesound account 

Send me the URL for your blog to sofia.paraskeva@qc.cuny.edu 
and the email address you used for the Dropbox account.  

Post three ideas on your blog about Project 1.

In Class:

https://www.dropbox.com
https://www.tumblr.com
https://vimeo.com/
https://freesound.org/
mailto:sofia.paraskeva@qc.cuny.edu

